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Hello,
My name is Mark Horner and I am an Assistant Language Teacher in Kikuyo Town,
Kumamoto Prefecture.
I came to Japan in August 2004 and will stay here until August 2006.
Part of my desire to come here and live in Japan was to understand more about my cultural
background.
My great-grandmother was from Kikuchi Gun in Kumamoto prefecture, and my great-
grandfather came from Tamana Gun.
However, they both came to America many years ago in search of the new opportunities that
many people believed existed
for them in this far away land. Therefore I am known in America as a “yon-sei”,
or fourth-generation Japanese-American. My father’s parents were from Germany, so
racially I am very mixed!
In this series of stories I would like to talk about the experiences of my family as Japanese-
Americans
in the United States.
During World War II, many Japanese-Americans faced racism and discrimination,
yet still fought for America in the war against Japan.
These and many other stories will be the subject of this new addition to the newsletter.
Thanks for reading!!
Mark Horner
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In 1879, my great-grandfather Kenta Hayashida was born in Kikuchi Gun.
In a search for opportunities in the United States,

my great-grandfather went alone to Seattle in America.

They could not afford for the whole family to go together, so his wife Kame,
and their two sons, Sataru and Shigeyuki, stayed in Japan.

In Seattle, Kenta found work with the Furuya Company,

an import/export store that sold goods from Japan.

Eleven years later, in 1917, my great-grandmother and the eldest son Sataru went to join
Kenta in America.
However, my great-grandparents wanted to keep their family roots here in Japan as well.
Therefore, their second son Shigeyuki stayed behind and raised his own family in Japan.
While in America, my great-grandmother had three children.
Their children were Fumiko (my grand-mother), Noriko, Seichi.
Because she was born in America, my grandmother Fumiko is a Japanese-American.

She was raised in America but still remained very Japanese.
Fumiko learned both Japanese and English, and loved both her new country and the country
of her mother very much.

For the Japanese living in America at this time, things were good.

However, life would soon change in a very big way for the Japanese-Americans in the
USA. On December 7, 1941,
the bombs that fell on Pearl Harbor changed the lives of the Japanese-Americans,

and my grandmother Fumiko, almost overnight.
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In the last issue, my great-grandfather was on his way to America
to find work in a new land.
When I think about him leaving the small country town

where he grew up to find new opportunities in America,
I think that he must have been a very brave man to do that!
It is often difficult for an immigrant to make a new life in a foreign country
because of discrimination or racism that they encounter.
Before the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941,
it was mostly the Chinese that faced discrimination in the United States,
not the Japanese.
Before the attack most Americans had never heard the word “kamikaze” before.
However, with war declared between the United States and Japan,

people of Japanese descent in America faced very hard times.

Japanese shops were constantly vandalized,

and there were even signs prohibiting Japanese-Americans from entering
were many of the shops around town.
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Even people of other Asian descents (Chinese, Filipinos, and others) were sometimes
mistaken

for Japanese and discriminated against.
Many people distrusted the Japanese-Americans and felt that they were enemy spies for
Japan.

The funny thing is that America was also at war with Germany at the time,
but German-Americans did not face the same racism, probably because they had European
facial characteristics.

In 1942, the United States officially declared that people of Japanese descent in America
were a threat to security,

and ordered them to be placed in internment camps.

My Grandmother was just a young girl at the time.

The whole family was forced to put everything in just two suitcases and lost everything else.
They were then sent on a train to an unknown destination, not knowing if they would ever
see their home again.

In the next issue we will learn more about the Japanese-American internment during World
War II

and how living in the camps for over two years has affected my Grandmother.

DT T 2T AV NG (FE, 74V, M) bR~ . HRERLEDILT
ZRENTZ0hH -9 TT,
HR7T AU NZAG L7272 NInE<720, HARDANSATE LR ONAINTRDELTZ,



FOEEFL, TAVBIRAYV EL G Z L TWZATT N, RAYRT AV NIZFDLH7R
ANEZEFNITAWETATLZ, ZiuIBnilnwed ki,

T2 SAR DN — /R8T, AHANTEST20 672D TLEY,

1942527 AV BT, HRT AV NITHE D ED LR EZE TR ERICRFLE
L=,

U CNAEPTIZIRBET 2 2mUELI,

FLOMEHIZ DR ZITE DL TLTZ,

% e DFEEITETORFBEM a2 A— Ir— Z2EI|C ATeJOIZMUBIL, RV DOWIT 4
HEWTITEELT,

Zn, EZIAK0G ., £20fo TENAD GRSV EE, S BICH T HIVEIZN T
1T&EFEL,

WIRIE, FART AYHNDIREIZDOT, bolBHLI LB ET,

o, 2L EITH BRI CO AR, BOHLRHT & D L7 B RIE LN -
WTh

BIEETHTETT,

(#i<)

* BR7AVHWBEORE (F5ME)
ko knkonknknknkonknkonknknknknknkn ke kn ke kon ke k ko ko s
To continue our story of the discrimination of Japanese Americans,
it is interesting to look for a moment at current events
and how we should always learn from mistakes made in the past.
The recent terrorist bombings on London subways have created great fear
for people in that country.
|t was learned that the radical Muslim group Al-Qaeda was behind the
bombings.
However, it is important that people in Londondo not discriminate or
mistreat Muslims they meet in everyday |ife.
Recently, an innocent man was shot 5 times by London police on suspicion
that he was a bomber,
when in reality he just “looked suspicious” to the police. Also, after
September 11th,
some Americans of middle-eastern descent reported being denied entrance to
restaurants as well as other injustices
against them. The internment of Japanese Americans in the 1940’ s was a
similar overreaction caused by fear.
However, this type of fear should never be directed at an entire ethnic or
religious group as opposed to just the individuals
guilty of the crime. In the next issue we will continue to hear the story



of my Grandmother in the internment camps,
a type of story that hopefully won’ t have to be experienced again by
innocent people of any race or religion.
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My Grandmother was sent to an internment camp in the state of ldaho called
Minidoka.

The Minidoka camp had a size of 950 acres and was surrounded with barbed
wire, guard towers, armed guards,

and watch dogs. My Grandma remembers feeling very scared and intimidated
by the presence of the barking dogs!

Most Minidoka residents came from Seattle and Portland and were given
notice only one week before being forced to move.

Ten thousand people were interned in rooms that had no insulation, running
water, or interior walls.

Despite being forced into the Minidoka camp, many Japanese—Americans there



served bravely in the U.S. army.

It must have been difficult for many to fight in a war for a country that
treated you so badly.

However, many Japanese—Amer icans wanted to prove their loyalty to America
by fighting in the war.

A military unit of Japanese—-Americans was formed &#8212; the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team.

They fought and became the most decorated unit in the war, winning 18, 000
medals.

Minidoka camp had the highest number of people join the army of any US
internment camp.

In total, over 1,000 camp residents joined and fought in the war for
America,

the country that had treated them so badly and with so much suspicion.
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Many years after World War || was over, the American government began to

realize that their actions against Japanese Americans were wrong and

unjust. In 1980, a special commission was established by the American



Congress to review the impact of the internment camps. This commission
determined that Japanese—Americans were the victims of discrimination by
the Federal government. Therefore, on August 10, 1988, President Ronald
Reagan gave an apology and a payment of $20,000 to those people who had
been forced into the camps. | can remember clearly when my Grandmother
received her check for $20,000. | know that she was glad to receive it,
but still | knew that no amount of money could possibly make up for
everything she had lost during that time. She had lost not only her
material possessions, but also her basic rights as a citizen of America.
Hopefully we will learn from this history and not make the same mistakes
again by denying citizens of their basic human rights. Thank you for
listening to this sad story of my Grandmother, and | hope that in the
future these kinds of stories will only be memories, and not realities.
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